Unconventional intraepithelial gut T cells: the TCR says it all.
The intestinal epithelium harbors a large number of T cells, including TCRαβ cells that lack expression of CD4 and CD8αβ coreceptors. In this issue of Immunity, Mayans et al. (2014) and McDonald et al. (2014) shed light on the specificity and development of this enigmatic T cell population.